INTRODUCTION
t was extremely pleasing to learn of the decision of our editor, Dr. Mukund Thatte to delve into the history of Plastic Surgery units in India. Unless we do so, we can never really go ahead. "Those who forget history are condemned to repeat it". But having gone through the article of Dr. Kale and also having heard his lecture in one of the recent conferences, I am now somewhat hesitant to claim that ours was the first civilian Department of Plastic Surgery in India. However, a military unit had been opened earlier. The There was no problem in this new discipline he did not touch. Repair of cleft lip and palate, skin cover for various ulcers, reconstruction after cancer surgery, hand injuries, rhinoplasty for depressed nose, dermabrasion for pock marks, blepharoptosis, lymphedema, hypo and epispadias, multistaged flap operations and management of burn patients were part of his routine. In short everything possible within limits of contemporary knowledge. He was also busy in administrative work, social work and a roaring private practice. The Government had specially permitted him to practice despite attachment to a teaching institution. Perhaps due to this, academics had suffered a little. It was not until 1979, that the M. Ch. course was started in the University of Calcutta. Not a thing to be proud of when a Department had already been established 23 years ago.
During his tenure, research work was done on following subjects: In late seventies and early eighties, Professor Sankar Sarkar who had returned after training in UK and USA and gave us some exposure to newer ideas and operations. The author was a student of MS (General Surger y) in the Institute then and remembers Dr. Sarkar's popularity in the Institute among young surgeons and PG trainees, solving many complicated problems by newer flaps.
Further contributions came during the tenure of Professor Chhanda Banerjee who regularized the academic programme. Professor P. K. Sinha devoted one day in the week exclusively for micro vascular surgery and training of students in the anatomy dissection hall. The present Head of the Department Prof. B. K. Majumdar has also contributed in a number of ways to uplift the Department. He has been doing this even before he became the Head of the Finally, I add a note of hope with conviction. "The scenario is changing". You will soon see.
